The Talebearer
Mercer Residential Services, Inc.

September 2019 Volume 23, Issue 3

A Letter from the CEO
We love our Direct Support
Professionals (DSPs) and we
are sad when we must say
goodbye to one. Sarah
Hromish has been working in
the healthcare fields for
many years. MRSI was lucky
to hire her in February 2010.
Sarah was not only a DSP but
she also worked her way up
into a supervisor position
which she held for several
years. In 2017, Sarah
decided it was time to slow
down and she transferred to
a part time DSP position
instead of retiring. While
working for MRSI, Sarah first
began her career at our Mud
Pike Group Home. As many

of you know, in July of 2013,
MRSI began closing down the
Mud Pike Group home as we had
built a new 8 bed group home
which is called the Wayne Street
Group Home. Sarah was
instrumental with helping the
individuals move to their new
home. As a new employee, if
anyone had a question regarding
an individual, Sarah was one of
our employees who knew the
answer. Sarah was always willing
to come in and cover an open
shift when it was needed and she
was always willing to take an
individual to the ER when it was
needed. Sarah has seen a lot and
we have all learned a lot from
her. We all knew one day Sarah

would take the final step and
make the decision retire.
She took that step at the end
of August and we know it
was not an easy decision for
her. When you see Sarah
please tell her
congratulations on her
retirement. Sarah, always
know you are welcome at
MRSI anytime!
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During the last quarter the individuals at the
group home have been involved in several
activities in the area. Several individual
participated in the Grand Lake Marathon in
conjunction with the Mercer County ADS.
One individual went to a Back Street Boys
Concert in Indianapolis, Indiana. The
residents have enjoyed going to movies, fall
festivals, the county fair and other activities
around the area. The residents are currently
planning a fall harvest party for November
2, 2019 from 11am -2pm. This will be for
residents, community individuals, families
and staff. We hope to see everyone there.
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Van Wert ADS
This summer, Van Wert ADS and the Healthy Fit Club have been on the move. We have
enjoyed completing hikes for the third year as part of the Allen County Trailblazers Hiking
program. We have visited new parks, splash pads, foot golf courses, fairs and festivals,
Science Central, Armstrong Space Museum, coffee shops, creameries, book sales, garage
sales and thrift stores, went bowling, and taken trips around the world. We walked in Celina’s
Lake Festival parade.
Van Wert ADS members and staff were able to thank our active duty military and veterans by
taking treats to the veterans hospital and purchasing Cups of Joe for a Joe in July. We worked
at the humane society booth during the Van Wert County Fair, to raise money, sell t-shirts and
other items, and promote adoptions. To thank our local police, fire, and sheriff departments,
we made treats to fill coffee mugs for each location. ADS members and staff made craft packs
for children and teens of families experiencing homelessness through the shelter at the
YWCA. We began volunteering at the Treasure House, a ministry of the Rescue Mission,
which serves those facing homelessness. We have continued volunteering at the humane
society, nursing home, food pantry, veteran’s hospital, pet store, and look forward to starting
back at the preschool this month. We are changing our world!
Our ADS Roaring ‘20s Prom was a great success! We brought our glitz and glam and enjoyed
a day of dancing and games. Thanks to our Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) who helped
make arrangements, decorated, danced, and ran the games. Thank you to Brenda Weaver
and the Ohio City Park Association for donating the use of the building, to our DJ Ken Smith,
and to Kully Sangha of Ohio City Express for donating lunch.
At the end of September, Van Wert ADS joined Mercer ADS to participate in the Grand Lake
Marathon for the fourth year. We were excited to meet this fitness goal, as we were cheered
on by community members. Thanks to Ryan King and Can’t Stop Running for sponsoring us
again this year!
Our dear friend Randy retired in August of this year. We miss his smile and determination at
the YMCA every Monday and Friday, but we were so happy to be able to celebrate his 70 th
birthday with a surprise lunch in September.
Van Wert ADS was excited to welcome our new DSP Kayla Siefker to the team!
Thank you all so much for your support of Van Wert ADS and the Healthy Fit Club! Please
keep an eye out for upcoming opportunities to help us serve our community. We could not do
what we do without you!
Francie Carmain
Van Wert ADS Coordinator
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Van Wert Homes
Gay St.
The ladies at Gay St. had a fun day watching the
Cincinnati Reds at the Great American Ball Park!
They also spent some time decorating their home
for Halloween.
Jeneane Garwood
Home Coordinator

Linden Drive
Jackie completed her outcome by going to the Backstreet
Boys concert with her sisters. Ruth Brock went to the Kane
Brown concert at the Allen County fair. Linden Drive has
made numerous trips to the movies. Recently, the ladies
have found a new activity they are enjoying of going to
bag/purse bingo that is being held to raise money for
various organizations. Jackie and Ruth recently
participated in Special Olympics softball skills and went to
state! Chris celebrated her 45th birthday on September
15th.
Jasmine Goins
Home Coordinator

Park St.
In July, the Park St. Ladies returned to LaComedia Dinner Theater in
Springboro, OH to see the side-splitting Broadway hit “Shrek the
Musical.” The housemates and staff thoroughly enjoyed the
sumptuous buffet as well as the delightfully funny production which
was a bit interactive, keeping everyone laughing and inspiring
Ronda to dance in her chair. It was a day of good food, good
company, and good fun. We are already looking forward to a return
next summer.
On September 15th, Ronda turned 57. When asked what kind of
cake she wanted, Ronda replied “Ohio State.” “But what flavor do
you want?” we asked. “O-H-I-O” was her only answer. Here you go…
Heidi Leiendecker
Home Coordinator
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Van Wert Community
Rob
In September, Rob and a friend went
to Castaway Bay Indoor Waterpark in
Sandusky on an overnight adventure.
Besides the waterpark, both guys
also greatly enjoyed the hotel’s
arcade along with eating out and
doing some shopping at a local mall.
They are looking forward to future
adventures together.
Ted and Philip
enjoyed fishing this
summer at a new
pond owned by
Travis Feasby;
winding down their
fishing trips.

Robert
Robert was so excited to be able to go
to the Ark Encounter and the Creation
Museum. This trip has been on his
bucket list and he is so happy that he
could go on this overnight trip. The
staff that went with him enjoyed the
trip just as much as Bob did.

New Hires
Client Birthdays
MRSI wants to wish a happy birthday to everyone who
had a birthday during the third quarter of 2019!
July
- Dick B.
- Sharon M.
- Rob L.

August
- Bob M.
- Ryan S.
- Catlin C.
- Mike H.
- Tom H.
- JP O.
- Corrine K.
- William W.
- Robert A.

September
- Dawn B.
- Jason B.
- Andrew W.
- Ronda C.
- Chris M.
- Tracy P.
- David B.
- Billie Jo H.

MRSI has hired 9 new employees during the
third quarter. Without all of our dedicated
staff and our wonderful new staff, we would
not be able to do what we do! We rely on all
of you to provide the highest quality of care to
the individuals we serve and we thank you for
that. Welcome to the team!
- Akasa Benton, DSP
- Emily Koesters, DSP
- Ashley Homan, DSP
- Brittany Gilbert, DSP
- Andrea Shields, DSP
- Jennifer Gilkey, LPN
- Rachel Parsons, DSP
- Matthew Jacobs, DSP
- Kayla Siefker, DSP
We also want to say congratulations to Camille
Goings for her July 7th promotion to Medical
Assistant!
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Spotlights
Mercer County Staff Spotlight
Shelley Foreman has been with MRSI for 5 years working at the Wayne Street
Group Home. She was recently nominated by her supervisor to attend the NADSP
Annual Conference in Cleveland in August, 2019 where she was able to learn
about best practices, share stories, and network with other direct support
professionals. Shelley does the grocery shopping for the home, makes sure that
the residents get to their medical appointments, and helps to keep the house
compliant with regulations. Shelley is a great employee and is a vital part of the
MRSI family.

Van Wert Staff Spotlight
Mary Jo Smith has been an MRSI employee since 2003. She is always there
to help anyone when they’re in need. Mary Jo is open to completing any
task that is asked of her. She cares deeply for each and every individual we
serve, regardless if she is working directly with them or not. She has great
relationships with clients and her coworkers. Mary Jo goes out of her way
to make sure everything is done and completed correctly. Mary Jo is also a
mentor for new employees. She helps the new employees feel welcome
and teaches them about MRSI’s standards. Mary Jo’s supervisor gets
nothing but positive feedback for her mentoring skills. She is currently the
Home Coordinator for Crawford St. and she has helped the Program
Director in many ways and given her advice on how to handle new
situations when they have come up

Individual Spotlight
Deb Matthews is being spotlighted this quarter! Deb currently resides in
our ICF home in Celina where she has been for the last 6 years. Deb attends
MRSI’s Adult Day Service program 5 days a week where she is an active
member. While at the ADS, Deb enjoys volunteering at the Humane
Society, Pet Valu and the Call Food Pantry. Deb also likes spending time
within the community by attending different events, going shopping,
watching movies and going out to eat. Deb recently had an opportunity to
attend the Back Street Boys Concert in Indianapolis, Indiana where she had
a great time! Deb has become a member of People First in Auglaize County
and traveled to Columbus, Ohio for their annual conference. While at the
conference, Deb was able to meet new people from all over the state,
share her experiences with others and gather some new ideas that she
would like to see happen at MRSI.
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ADS
Mercer and Van Wert County Adult Day Programs continue to impact those around us. Both ADS locations continue to
pursue different opportunities for our individuals to partake in which allows growth and development in all areas of
life. To say we have been busy over the last three months is an understatement. Our individuals continue to volunteer
within the community, focus on daily soft skills, make connections and foster the relationships they’ve already built
and will build.
In the month of August, Mercer ADS launched a new project called #spreadKINDNESSwithMRSI. This project came
about when staff and individuals were discussing different activities they could do to help make the world a better
place. For this project we are encouraging staff, consumers, families, providers and community members to think of
different acts of kindness they can do to make someone smile. While completing the acts of kindness, we ask that
pictures are being taken so we can place them on our Facebook event page to allow our fellow community members
and followers see the great things we are doing as an agency and community. If you would like more information on
this project or you have acts of kindness that you would like to share, please e-mail ADS Director, Maureen Hughes at
mhughes@mrsinc.org. We would love to share all acts of kindness with those who support us!
Another celebration occurred when the ADS programs held their annual prom on September 20th in Ohio City. This
year’s theme was the “Roaring Twenties” and the decorations and outfits lived the part. Our individuals and staff were
able to participate in games, a photo booth and a lot of dancing. This was the third year for prom and the individuals
we serve view it as one of the best days at MRSI. Both Mercer and Van Wert Counties gather together and spend the
day building positive relationships with peers and staff that they don’t get to see every day.
Also in September, Mercer and Van Wert ADS programs participated in the Grand Lake Marathon in Celina. The
individuals were signed up for the Senior Walk for this event. Each individual who participated received a medal and a
shirt when they finished. When asked how the marathon went, a Mercer ADS client, Deb Matthews, stated “It was
fun! People were cheering for us at the finish line!” All the individuals and staff felt the great amount of support from
local community members and businesses that day. The Marathon will definitely be a day to remember!
Our ADS programs have also recently welcomed two new employees to serve our clientele full-time and are currently
searching for three more full-times employees at our Celina location. Both Kayla Siefker and Ashley Homan were hired
as Direct Support Professionals. Both employees have strong backgrounds in the medical and DD field as well as great
knowledge of the residents MRSI serves. They have been a great asset to our team and we are thankful each day that
they are here.
ADS Director, Maureen Hughes, continues to schedule tours of our Celina and Van Wert ADS programs for potential
clientele. Each tour typically lasts thirty minutes and is scheduled at the individual’s convenience. For more
information about our programs or to schedule a tour of your own, please call 419-586-4709 today!
Maureen Hughes
ADS Director
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MERCER RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, INC.
420 S. SUGAR ST.
PO BOX 63
CELINA, OH 45822

We’re on the Web!

See us at:

www.mrsinc.org

